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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 3, 7-12, and 15-18 and add new claims 19-30. 

1. (Currently Amended) A tray apparatus adapted to transport a plurality of vehicle 
components, each vehicle component having opposing sides and comprising at least one of a 
vehicle wheel and a vehicle wheel rim, said tray apparatus comprising: 

at least two first support member s, each first support member comprising a discrete 
rectangular plate having a length that is substantially greater than a width : 

at least one first guide-and-positioning element op e rably engaged with each associated 
with each first support membe r, the respective first guide and positioning elements being 
configured to cooperate to define a first accommodation region therebetween for roc e ivin g and 
adapted to receive only one side of a first vehicle componen t when the first support members are 
disposed in a complementary arrangement with respect to each other ; 

at least two second support members each having opposing sides and capable of 
separating the first vehicle component from a second vehicle component so as to prevent damage 
to the respective first and second vehicle components , and wherein each second support member 
comprises a discrete rectangular plate having a length that is substantially greater than a width : 
and 

at least one second guide-and-positioning element operably enaage d associated with each 
side of each second support member, tho respective wherein at least one of the s econd guide-and- 
positioning elements on one side of the second support member s being configured to coopoerato 
to define a second accommodation region therebetween for receivin g is adapted to receive the 
e&e rthe only one side of the first vehicle component, and the reGPOoiivo w herein at least one of 
the second guide-and-positioning elements on the other side of the second support members 
being oonfigui-od to cooperate to define a third accommodation region therebetween capable of 
receivin g is adapted to receive only one side of the second vehicle componen t, when the second 
support membora ar e disposed in the complementary arrangement with respect to each other, tho 
accommodation regions cooperating so as to constrain lateral movement of the first and second 
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vehicle components with respect to the first and second support members , and thereby allowing 
the vohiclo objects to bo packaged in a side to side relation . 

2. (Currently Amended) A -The t ray apparatus according to Claim 1 further comprising a 
substantially planar structural member capable of being operably engaged with the first support 
members so as to support the first support members and the first and second v ehicle components. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently Amended) A -The tray apparatus according to Claim 1 wherein the first and 
second guide-and-positioning elements are each configured as an arcuate projection that is 
adapted to be positioned only along one side of each of a respective one of the first and second 
vehicle co mponents, the arcuate projection e xtending from &e-a_respective one of the first and 
second support members and defining a concave area, the concave areas of the respectiv e first 
and second gu ide-and-positioning elements being disposed in opposing relation to defin e-the 
ee rresponding accommodating region when the respecti ve first and second support members are 
disposed in the complementar y an overlapping arrangement. 

5. (Currently Amended) A -The tray apparatus according to Claim I wherein the first and 
second guide-and-positioning elements are each configured as a semi-circular depression that is 
adapted to be positioned only along one side of each of a respective one of the first and second 
vehicle components, the semi-circular depression e xtending into the-aj-espective one of the first 
and second support members and defining a concave area, the concave areas of the respective 
first and second g uide-and-positioning elements being disposed in opposing relation to dofine the 
corresponding accommodating region when the respective first and second support members are 
disposed in the complementary an overlapping arrangement. 
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6. (Currently Amended) A -The t rav apparatus according to Claim 1 wherein, when dispoGed 
in tho complementary aiTangement, the respecti ve ? first and second support members are disposed 
in substantially parallel relation to each othe r when supported on a base structure , 

7-12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Currently Amended) A support device adapted to protect a vehicle component from 
damage, the vehicle component having opposing sides and comprising at least one of a vehicle 
wheel and a vehicle wheel rim, said support device comprising: 

att -at least one e longate support member adapted to separate the vehicle component from 
at least one of a structural element and another vehicle component, so as to prevent damage to 
the vehicle componen t wherein the at least one elongate support member comprises a rectangular 
plate having a length that is substantially ereater than a width ; and 

at least one guide-and-positioning element opcrablv ongage d associated with the at least 
one ef-fch eelongate support member, whereinr- whon two support members a re disposed in a 
complementary arrangement with respect to e ach other, the respective guide and - positioning 
element cooperate to define an accommodation - region therebetween for receiving one aid e of 
the veh i cle component, tho accommodation region thereby constraining lateral movement of the 
vehicle component with roGpect to the s upport members the at least one guidc-and-positioning 
element is adapted to receive only one side of a vehicle component . 

14. (Currently Amended) A -The support device according to Claim 13 wherein the at least 
one elongate support member is configured to be capa b le of opcrablv enguging su pported on the 
structural element which comprises a substantially planar structural membe r go as to be 
supported thereby . 

15-18. (Cancelled) 
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19. (New) The support device according to Claim 13 wherein the structural element 
comprises a common base structure and wherein the at least one elongate support member 
comprises a plurality of discrete elongate support members that are each supported by the 
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